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Our weekly community profile 


Hooked on fish: Janet Ebert arranges a rack of Kewaunee. Commercial and recreational fishing are 

smoked fish for packaging at Fiala’s Fish Market in mainstays of the Lake Michigan community. 










Ship to shore: David Frendt of Minneapolis fishes 
from the bank of the Kewaunee River in Kewaunee 
as the car ferry Badger steams into port. 


Chantilly face: Marion Butzow talks about why she 
and her husband moved to Kewaunee as she sits 
in the couple s gift shop, Chantilly House. 




Shore, it’s nice in Kewaunee 


Life revolves around lake 


By Lisa Sumter 

Press-Gazette 

KEWAUNEE Lake Mich¬ 
igan looms large over this 
Kewaunee County city. 

The lake generates industry, 
provides recreation and at¬ 
tracts tourism to Kewaunee. 

A ferry that carries 520 pas¬ 
sengers and 150 cars or 22 rail¬ 
road cars travels between 
Kewaunee and Ludington, 
Mich., every day. Everyone 
nearby takes notice as the mas¬ 
sive craft maneuvers into the 
harbor, sidling up to the ramp 

to release its _ 

load. Press-Gazette 

Kewau- photos by 
nee, 37 miles Ken Behrend 

east of Green - 

Bay, has a population of 2.801. 
The term downtown takes on 
new meaning on the drive down 
steep hills into this city. 

City Clerk James Stadler 
says Kewaunee is a heavy met¬ 
al manufacturing city. Major 
employers include Kewaunee 
Engineering Corp.. North Main 
Street; Vollrath Co., 23 Kil- 
bourn St.; and Frank Hama- 
chek Machine Co., 97 Ellis St. 

But Kewaunee is a multi-fac¬ 
eted community that also sup¬ 
ports commercial fishing and a 
growing tourism industry. 

Recreational anglers along 


the shore seem satisfied with 
their catch here this summer 
but commercial fishing was in a 
slump, residents say. 

"Fishing was really low this 
year compared to some years.” 
says Janet Ebert, an employee 
at Fiala’s Fish Market, 216 Mil¬ 
waukee St. "But you talk to 
people from all over, like Michi¬ 
gan. and they say it was slow 
there, too." 

She says most commercial 
fishermen in the Kewaunee 
area live in the city and fish 
here year-round. 

Ebert, N6819 State Highway 
42, Algoma, and Cheryl Berko- 
vitz, 505 Harrison St., are pack¬ 
ing fish into 5-pound boxes. 

Berkovitz, who moved here 
from Stevens Point, admits she 
prefers living in a larger city. 
But she describes Kew aunee as 
"friendly” and says its residents 
are "hard-working." 

Two examples; Ron Brue- 
chert and Bill Kuehl who mow 
the almost vertical slope of a 
Milwaukee Street lawn. It’s 
man against gravity as they try 
to keep their mowers from tum¬ 
bling 

Bruechert, 33, 526 Center St. 
and Kuehl, 20. Two Rivers, 
grew up in Kewaunee and work 
for a landscaping firm here. 

Please see Shore/B-2 




The Kewaunee file 


□ Population: 

2,801, according 
to the city clerk's 
office. 


□ Notable L -r—S <7 / A f 

name: There is Ji, \ \f fl Kewaunee f 
disagreement i-L JpO! !f§- « 

over how 

Kewaunee got its 1 11111111 

name. ■ ^ PjW 

Some say the ^ 

word means "We 

are lost " The Potawatomi Indians yelled "Kewaunee! to¬ 
ward shore when they got lost fishing on Lake Michigan. 

Others say it is an Algonquian Indian word meaning wild 
duck A third version says it is an Indian word meaning "go 
around," a swampy area downtown 

C Getting settled: The first white settlement in Kewaunee 
County was in the city of Kewaunee Jacques Vieau set up a 
trading post where the car ferry now comes into the harbor 

A Kewaunee resident. Todd Vieau. is his decendant 
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□ Shore 

They say many of their peers leave 
Kewaunee to find work or go to 
college and don't return because of 
the limited number and types of 
jobs available. 

Progress is geared toward tour¬ 
ism. they admit. "It’s good for busi¬ 
ness,” Bruechert says. 'What 
Kewaunee needs though is more 
industry and more growth in the 
work area." 

Beyond the work day, social op¬ 
tions include taverns and football. 

"High school football games are 
big on Fnday nights.” Kuehl says. 
"Almost everybody goes." 

Neither man would trade life on 
the lakeshore. "I grew up here and 
I like it here," Bruechert says. 

Kewaunee is home to at least 
three motels and three bed and 
breakfast inns. Some provide ac¬ 
cess to charter fishing excursions. 

Fisherman’s Pointe, a 3-year-old, 
112-slip public marina, is the most 
visible component of the city’s five- 
year harbor improvement program 
and should bring more people to 
Kewaunee, residents and city offi¬ 
cials say. 

Allen Dock Manufacturing of 
Florence, the private company 


that owns the marina, also runs a 
boat dealership, restaurant, camp¬ 
ground, storage facility and "ship 
store.” 

"We have services available to 
the small pleasure-craft boaters 
that weren’t available before and 
that may attract more boaters." 
Stadler says. 

Marion and Art Butzow own 
Chantilly House, a gift shop at 521 
Milwaukee St. They moved to 
Kewaunee 13 years ago. 

"My husband was a banker in 
1971 in Chicago and we threw it all 
over and moved up here.” she says. 
She talks about the growing popu¬ 
larity of Kewaunee, citing the in¬ 
creasing number of small business¬ 
es and attractions. 

Butzow says Kewaunee is a 
short getaway for people in Green 
Bay and the Fox River Valley. She 
compares the area to Door County. 

"The fishing and boating attract 
people and they like to come over 
to the lake because it’s cooler 
here,” she says. "I’m not knocking 
Door County, but we have as pret¬ 
ty a marina and park area as 
you’re going to find up there in any 
of those communities.” 


■ Next week: Klondike in Oconto 
County 



